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Top Stories of The Day

o Indian Army Launches Indigenous XWG Diesel to Enhance Military
Mobility in Extreme Weather Conditions

e Lok Sabha Passes Registration of Births and Deaths Amendment Bill 2026
to Strengthen Civil Records

e PM Modi Inaugurates Alluri Sitarama Raju International Airport to Boost
Andhra Pradesh Connectivity

e Cabinet Approves PM Surya Sarovar Yojana to Expand Floating Solar
Energy Capacity Across India

e Union Cabinet Extends PM-KISAN Scheme Till 2030-31 to Support
Farmer Income Nationwide

o India Wins Silver and Bronze Medals at UIl7 World Wrestling
Championships in Baku

o Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri Concludes Bhutan Visit, Strengthening
India-Bhutan Strategic Partnership

e Gujarat’s Pithora Painting Receives GI Tag, Promoting Tribal Culture
and Artisan Livelihoods

o Former Army Chief General Vishwa Nath Sharma Passes Away,
Remembered for Military Service

o Cabinet Approves Samudra Manthan Scheme to Boost Offshore Oil and

Gas Exploration
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INDIAN ARMY LAUNCHES INDIGENOUS X\WE DIESEL

- M"‘q&' |

Y 74 T ——
- g " - ~ _.“

-
-
-

The Chief of the Army Staff (COAS), General
Dhiraj Seth, has launched the indigenously
developed Xtreme Weather Grade (XWG)
Diesel to enhance the mobility, reliability, and
operational readiness of the Indian Army's
combat and logistics vehicles in extreme
climatic conditions.

The specialised diesel has been designed for
deployment in high-altitude and sub-zero
temperature regions, including Eastern Ladakh,
the Line of Actual Control (LAC), and the Line
of Control (LoC), where conventional diesel
often loses fluidity.

The initiative strengthens India's defence
logistics and supports the vision of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat in defence technology.

What is Xtreme Weather Grade (XWG) Diesel?

Xtreme Weather Grade (XWG) Diesel is a
specially formulated indigenous military-grade
diesel fuel designed to remain operational in
very low temperatures.

Unlike conventional diesel, it retains its flow
characteristics in freezing conditions, ensuring
uninterrupted functioning of military vehicles in
snow-bound and mountainous terrain.

The fuel enhances:

Vehicle mobility in sub-zero temperatures.
Engine reliability and performance.
Operational readiness of combat formations.
Safety during military logistics operations.
Fuel efficiency in harsh climatic conditions.
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Importance for India's Defence:

The introduction of XWG Diesel will
significantly strengthen India's military logistics
by ensuring uninterrupted movement of troops,
tanks, armoured vehicles, and supply convoys in
strategically sensitive border regions.

It is particularly important for:

High-altitude warfare.

Border infrastructure support.

Rapid troop mobilisation.

Sustained military operations during winter.

Enhanced combat preparedness along India's
northern borders.

Challenges of High-Altitude Operations:

Military operations in high-altitude regions face
several challenges, including:

Extremely low temperatures.

Reduced oxygen levels.

Heavy snowfall.

Fuel thickening or gelling.

Difficult terrain and logistics.

Related Defence

Specialised fuels like XWG Diesel
overcome these operational constraints.

help

Initiative: Aatmanirbhar

Bharat:

The development of XWG Diesel aligns with
the Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative, which
promotes:

Indigenous defence technologies.

Reduced dependence on imported military
equipment.

Strengthening India's defence manufacturing
ecosystem.
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Self-reliance in strategic technologies.

Related Fuel Technology:

India has previously introduced Winter Grade
Diesel for cold regions such as Ladakh, with a
very low pour point to ensure smooth engine
operation during severe winters. XWG Diesel
represents a further advancement tailored to
military operational requirements in extreme
climatic conditions.

Exam Focus Points:

Launched By: General Dhiraj Seth, Chief of the
Army Staff.

Purpose: Improve performance of combat and
logistics vehicles in extreme weather.

Deployment Areas: Eastern Ladakh, LAC, LoC.

Related Initiative: Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

Strategic Importance: High-altitude military
logistics and combat readiness.

Related Institution: High Altitude Warfare
School (HAWS), Gulmarg.

Earlier Fuel Initiative: Winter Grade Diesel for
Ladakh.

Initiative:
Diesel.

Xtreme Weather Grade (XWG)

Registration of Births and Deaths (Amendment) Bill, 2026 Passed in Lok Sabha

(it
REGISTRATION OF

BIRTHS AND DEATHS -

The Lok Sabha passed the Registration of Births
and Deaths (Amendment) Bill, 2026 during the
Monsoon Session of Parliament amid continued
Opposition protests over the alleged police
crackdown on students.

The Bill seeks to strengthen the provisions
relating to delayed registration of births and
deaths under the Registration of Births and
Deaths Act, 1969, with the objective of ensuring
timely registration, improving the accuracy of
civil registration records, and enhancing the
reliability of India's vital statistics system.

Objectives of the Amendment:

The Bill aims to strengthen India's Civil
Registration System (CRS) by ensuring that
births and deaths are registered within the
prescribed time limits. It seeks to discourage
unnecessary delays in registration, improve the
accuracy of demographic records,

facilitate

better public service delivery, and support
evidence-based policymaking through reliable
population statistics.

Major Provisions of the Bill:

The amendment makes the process for delayed
registration more stringent by introducing
stricter procedures and verification
requirements. The objective is to encourage
citizens to register births and deaths promptly,
thereby reducing fraudulent or inaccurate
entries and strengthening the integrity of official
records. The amendment does not alter the
mandatory nature of birth and death registration
but focuses on improving compliance with
existing timelines.

Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969:

The Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969
provides the legal framework for the
compulsory registration of births and deaths
across India.

Key Features:

Makes registration of births and deaths
mandatory.
Establishes a uniform civil registration system

throughout the country.
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e Provides for the appointment of Registrars.

e Prescribes procedures for registration and
issuance of certificates.

e Enables compilation of national vital statistics.

Civil Registration System (CRS):

e The Civil Registration System (CRS) is India's
official mechanism for recording vital events
such as births and deaths.

Importance:

Monday, August 03, 2026 N[W?ﬁml

e Infant Mortality Rate (IMR).

e Fertility Rate.

e Other vital demographic indicators.

e [t is conducted by the Office of the Registrar
General of India.

Constitutional and Legal Significance:

e Provides legal identity from birth.

e Although the Constitution does not specifically
mention birth registration, it is linked with
several constitutional principles:

e Supports issuance of birth and death certificates.

e Generates reliable demographic statistics.

e Article 21 — Right to Life and Personal Liberty
(legal identity and access to services).

e Assists in planning health, education, and
welfare programmes.

e Directive Principles of State Policy promoting
public health and welfare.

e Facilitates
policies.

implementation of population

Office of the Registrar General of India (RGI):

e The Registrar General of India (RGI) is
responsible for administering the Civil
Registration System in India.

e Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 16.9 —
Providing legal identity for all, including birth
registration.

Exam Focus Points:

e Bill: Registration of Births and Deaths

(Amendment) Bill, 2026.

e Organisation: Office of the Registrar General of
India (RGI)

e Parent Act: Registration of Births and Deaths
Act, 1969.

e Administrative: Ministry Ministry of Home
Affairs

e Objective: Strengthen provisions for delayed
registration.

e Functions: Civil Registration System, Census,
Sample Registration System (SRS)

e Related System: Civil Registration System
(CRS).

Sample Registration System (SRS):

e The Sample Registration System (SRS) is
India's largest demographic survey for
estimating:

e Implementing Authority: Registrar General of
India (RGI).

e Administrative Ministry: Ministry of Home
Affairs.

e Related Survey: Sample Registration System
(SRS).

e Birth Rate.

e Related SDG: SDG 16.9 — Legal identity for all.

e Death Rate.

Prime Minister Modi Inaugurates Alluri Sitarama Raju International Airport

in Andhra Pradesh

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the
Alluri Sitarama Raju International Airport at
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Bhogapuram in Vizianagaram district, Andhra
Pradesh.

Developed as a greenfield international airport,
the project is expected to transform North
Coastal Andhra Pradesh into a major hub for
aviation, tourism, trade, logistics, and industrial
development.

Built at an estimated cost of about 25,600 crore,
the airport is designed to significantly improve
domestic and international connectivity while
supporting the UDAN and PM Gati Shakti
initiatives.
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UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik) is the
Government of India's regional connectivity
scheme launched under the National Civil
Aviation Policy, 2016.

Objectives

Improve air connectivity to underserved and
unserved regions.

Make air travel affordable.

Promote balanced regional development.
Enhance tourism and economic growth.

PM Modi |naugurates About Alluri Sitarama Raju:

Alluri Sitarama Raju

" - e Alluri Sitarama Raju (1897-1924) was a
International Airport

prominent freedom fighter who led the Rampa

Key Features:

3,800-metre Code 4E runway capable of
handling wide-body aircraft such as the Boeing
777 and Airbus A350.

Integrated domestic and international passenger
terminal.

Dedicated cargo terminal to promote exports.
Terminal architecture inspired by the Flying
Fish, reflecting the maritime heritage of the Bay
of Bengal.

Greenfield Airport:

A Greenfield Airport is an airport constructed on
previously undeveloped land rather than by
expanding an existing airport.

Advantages

Rebellion (Manyam Rebellion) against British
rule.

Key Facts:

Active in the tribal regions of present-day
Andhra Pradesh.

Led tribal communities against oppressive
colonial forest laws.

Conducted guerrilla warfare against the British.

Martyred in 1924 after being captured by British
forces.

He is popularly known as "Manyam Veerudu"
(Hero of the Forests).

About the Airports Authority of India (AAI):

Established: 1995

Headquarters: New Delhi

Chairman: Vipin Kumar

Modern infrastructure and technology.

Andhra Pradesh:

Better passenger and cargo handling.

Capital: Amaravati

Scope for future expansion.

Governor: Syed Abdul Nazeer

Improved operational efficiency.

Chief Minister: N. Chandrababu Naidu

Supports regional economic development.

Largest City: Visakhapatnam

About the UDAN Scheme:

Major Port Visakhapatnam Port







