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BENGALURU

India’s maiden mission to
Venus, which is scheduled
for launch in March 2028,
will embark on a 112-day
journey to reach the pla-
net. The 1,236-crore Ve-
nus Orbiter Mission (VOM)
was recently approved by
the Union Cabinet and the
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) on Tues-
day revealed the targeted
launch window for the
mission.

According to the target-
ed launch window for
VOM, the Earth departure
date is scheduled on March
29, 2028, and the arrival
date on Venus is July 19,
2028. VOM will be

launched by the Launch
Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM-3).
“LVM-3 has been identi-
fied as the candidate
launch vehicle which will
place the spacecraft in an
Elliptical Parking Orbit
(EPO) of 170 km x 36,000
km, 21.5 degrees inclina-
tion and Argument of Peri-
gee (AOP) of 178 degrees.
Minimum energy require-
ment (expressed as incre-
mental velocity, V) for the
launch opportunity that
exists in 2028 for placing a
spacecraft in an elliptical
orbit of 500 x 60,000 km
around Venus,” ISRO said.
The agency said that af-
ter the cruise phase, Venus
Orbit Injection (VOI) will
be at 500 km x 60,000 km.
“Aerobraking will be em-

a9 arifder fAre= (vom) & IR #:
W d< Iu: A" 2028 & forg Fiid|

LVM-3 is the chosen launch
vehicle for the mission: ISRO

ployed for over a period of
six to eight months from
VOI to achieve the desired
low altitude Science Orbit
of 200 X600 km with an
inclination of around 90
degrees, to carry out pro-
posed science studies for a

I T8 IR Ugd- & (oI YRd &1 Igal HRM, ST ATd 2028 H HafUd a1 ST 6, 112 &A1 o1 a1 | Haa|
ISRO plans to launch 112-day mission
to the planet Venus in March 2028

period of five years,” it
said.

ISRO said that 19 pay-
loads will be onboard
VOM, of which 16 are In-
dian payloads, two are In-
dian and international col-
laborative payloads, and
there would be one inter-
national payload. ISRO ad-
ded that VOM will explore
the planet’s atmosphere,
surface and its interaction
with the sun.

“Key objectives include
examining dust in the Ve-
nusian atmosphere, map-
ping its topography in high
resolution, studying the so-
lar X-ray spectrum near Ve-
nus, analysing Venusian
airglow, and investigating
sub-surface characteris-
tics. ,” it added.
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ﬁlﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁ:
0 19 UalIS (16 YRHIY, 2 HRA-3RISH, 1 SicRiPH) |
o HH TS dTelt fAFT H&IT (200x600 fH) U HA & forw TaRis BT bl |
o BT T YA & F1¢ Ul Tl b1 AP SA90T 3{afdy|

3o & Hatud o fome
» fUod ffeE:
o IRT YRS (1961-1984): Tfagd T & Yhd b WA Bt A R Tarsars, sifdex, dex
3R TeaR XM
o URIFER dF9 (1978): AT IR 7 TSR &1 SUAN dxb b & AgHESd, Slad ATl 3R I8
D1 Y foha|
o TTE (1989): T fHRMA 7 ISR AN BT IUANT B Yeh B1 g BT AT b
0 BTGB! (2010): JAXA THRF A b o IGHSI URITRUT BT g fova|

» Higw & fa=E:
o dRE (2026): X[h P Y[R BT ARG HRA & ol A1 TSR fHRM|
o STA=T (2026): Yk & AGHST BT LTI B o (o1T AT A=A |
o THAwH (2030): X[ DI TTg DT AFIAT B aTell SUHT ISR TR |

» LVM 3

» LVM-3 ® 3 TRUTE,
o Ugdl (@1 Fey faar =R07) e el & fh-TRI IR 2 S200 TR Ufedl & U H g1 3 gRsiRd-
cfiiics diefisgerel s U ol ‘s‘ﬂqma‘eﬂ?ﬁﬁ%
o GIRT TRV fabI Soi9 GRT FATfeId BIdT &, Sl U aRdl S84, 1 Y Ao eiaugs a1 Srufid
SRMUEARIZ 1M BT &g ol g
o TeY S SHfdH TR TH FENHS o gRT YdIed gidl g1 I8 &idd gRaied &l &fdd
SRS o AT STl G|
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» A= fPrIuLvM 3 iRAI A 5o 8,
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8 products used by Assam
tribe, including traditional
food items, granted GI tag

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

The Geographical Indica-
tions Registry in Chennai
has granted the GI tag to
eight products from As-
sam, including traditional
food items and several un-
ique varieties of rice beer.

The application for Geo-
graphical Indication tags
for three variants of rice
beer was filed by the Bodo
Traditional Brewers
Association.

The first variant, ‘Bodo
Jou Gwran’, has the highest
percentage of alcohol
(about 16.11%) compared
with other varieties of rice
beer made by the Bodo
community.

The second variant,
‘Maibra Jou Bidwi’, known
locally as ‘Maibra Jwu Bid-
wi’ or ‘Maibra Zwu Bidwi’,
is revered and served as a
welcome drink by most Bo-
do tribes. It’s prepared by

A GI tag has
been secured by

‘Bodo Napham’, a
dish prepared with
fermented fish

fermenting  half-cooked
rice (mairong) with less
water, and adding a little
‘amao’ (a potential source
of yeast) to it.

The third variant, called
‘Bodo Jou Gishi’, is also a

traditionally ~ fermented
rice-based alcoholic bever-
age

The GI filing states Bo-
doland has had a tradition
of consuming rice beer
since times immemorial.
The Bodo people believe
the drink originated from
Lord Shiva, and it’s taken
as a medicine.

The Association of Tra-
ditional Food Products ap-
plied for four GI tags and
obtained them successful-

ly. A GI tag has been se-
cured by ‘Bodo Napham’, a
dish prepared with fer-
mented fish.

A GI tag has also been
secured by ‘Bodo Ondla’, a
rice powder curry fla-
voured with garlic, ginger,
salt, and alkali.

The ‘Bodo Gwkha’ has
also received the GI tag.
Locally also known as
‘Gwka Gwkhi’, it’s pre-
pared during the Bwisagu
festival.

The fourth speciality gi-
ven the GI tag is ‘Bodo Nar-
zi’, a semi-fermented food
prepared with jute leaves
(Corchorus capsularis), a
rich source of Omega 3 fat-
ty acids, vitamins and es-
sential minerals, including
calcium and magnesium.

The ‘Bodo Aronai’, a
small, beautiful cloth, also
has the GI tag following the
application by the Associa-
tion of Traditional Bodo
Weavers.

B IS A GRI §915 S dTc I1ad &1 §1ER B 3 fhw &t ga-1 § Ugd ISR, ‘drel off AR #
3HThIEd BT U= Tad SHfUH (@THT 16.11%) B

B IR UHR, AR off fysdr, O wirdlg 0 @ A1 9 fYsd a1 A I fasd & U o S o g,
SHTYHTRT ST STaMTadl GRT T SR WA U9 & U H TR Sl 5 |
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B I HH U & Y MY Ub gU A1ad (FRI) B fHh0ad w3 IqH ST e (@HR &1 Uh
JuTfad Hra) e dOR fear ST g |

B AW ISR, 5 St ot f=f w1 oran 8, uRuRe T u @ fobfoad amaa snemid Ares 9a g |

W SieE Bl & &e1 T § fb dieide T UHH SId ¥ 91dd &) 61k UiH &1 IR 36! 6|

W SIS A BT AT & b I8 U W R § 307 g3 7, 3R 38 gl & ©u d ferar S g1

B TORRE 31 <feTd e Wedey - R Sieflg ¢ & Y 31de fhar 3R 3¢ qhadgdd Ui
foan| forfoad Tad ¥ dUR o 'dIe! AHH &I S ¢ a3 |

B TG, D, TP 3R &R I I A1ad & USSR I a1 Hal ‘drel SHisar & ot sers <1 e g1

B e e & | Siterg < e 81 MG U 9 39 GHhT ! & AE F f ST S 7, 39 foam]
Id & GRM dOR fhar STar g |

B Shes &1 U arell el wifmd ® 6! A, St S & Uk (@RERY Sugaiy) I o4 3r-frftad
%%,@M3WW,W%W%W%WWWWW

|

B URUNS SIS TAH & Y GRT 3G BT o & 916 'Tel SRR, T BIcl, Yax Husl Ht shefrg e

T R g1 B |

®» e HHd (ohems) TN F IR #:
o ST 7T U 11 1 oG & oIt SUanT $& ITal IR faar il & S fobedt Ry diiferes =i &
IR I Ad @Md g |
o SleMg T gg YT ol B b Faa ifligd Iublemdl a1 4iFiiferes &F H 6 a1a @i &1 Al
TG 1 BT SUTNT B BT STH IWd B |
0 TE IS DI GURI GRT HIUT AT IHR fHT S ¥ +ff s=rar 3
o Usligrd Sftem 10 auf & fe dy gl |
g@;ﬁqﬁ;ﬁmwaﬁé&%amﬁmﬁw@wﬁam%m@nﬁaﬁﬁv%%wﬁwm

|

» ?:I'TIT-ﬂE'HT\?ﬁ?EIﬁE
o TXI3ft & HIiferer Tabd (USIdHRUT 3R RN ST, 1999 HRA H axgafl ¥ Faftrd simferes Tl
& TSI IR JgaR GR& T HRA BT TR Bl g |
ougaﬁ?ma{féaﬁ%w-mﬁﬁamaﬁwgaﬁaﬁmﬁ (RIS UITH) gRI MRT 3R
R R
0 TP AT, FfGH Fual & T Tehl & w0 H e Juf iR WiMfeeds ddbd! &) JR&T & A
1 URE BT b 3Tve 1(2) 3R 10 H WieR fbar T @ 3R 39 R SR e mn g |
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India and France discuss
defence cooperation and
efforts to advance peace

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

France appreciates Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
initiatives to advance
peace, French President
Emmanuel Macron said on
Tuesday, while meeting
National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval, who was in Pa-
ris for the India-France
Strategic Dialogue.

Mr. Doval also discussed
India’s plans to procure
French planes and subma-
rines for the Navy during
talks with his counterpart,
the French President’s Di-
plomatic Adviser Emma-
nuel Bonne, as well as
French Armed Forces Mi-
nister Sebastien Lecornu.
Sources have confirmed
that France had agreed toa
“significant reduction” in
the cost of 26 Rafale-M
fighters.

“[Mr. Doval] reiterated

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval with French President
Emmanuel Macron in Paris on Tuesday. PTI

the commitment to imple-
ment the Horizon 2047,
the Indian Embassy in
France said in a post, ad-
ding that Mr. Macron had
“stressed the value of India
and France’s efforts to ad-
vance peace and address
global challenges; appre-
ciated Mr. Modi’s initia-
tives”. While the reference
to the peace initiatives is
mainly in relation to the

Russia-Ukraine  conflict,
and New Delhi’s efforts to
mediate between Kyiv and
Moscow, the NSA’s visit
came even as Israel an-
nounced its ground inva-
sion of Lebanon. In the
past few days, Mr. Macron
has spoken to the U.S. Pre-
sident Joe Biden, asking
him to put pressure on Is-
rael to stop its advances in-
to Lebanon.

$el fob Wiy whifd &

YR 3R Wi & S WeanT & vy &
B HEY B WY
0 YR 3R i & g e IHT J Tipias, AmRe iR e Fae 38 g1 1998 H gwarelRd HRA-Ha
A R 3 IHT & WY Heaqul 1fd Udhet § 3R 31T U8 TguNT & fafay &3 # tha weh SR +t
) FgemH) Gdy & w0 § fIeRia gs B
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B I 3= A Ra & 9 w0 B g9 T @
o 3ffaRe A H g%day 7 &34 & o Smuft g |
o YA TWraar 3R TefRuer & i Tg ufadsanl
o ST st 3R Toae! H Th-gaR B! AT B T IRes B b g 39 |

W T ATRIGRY:
0 YRA-IIY Tael & Hd H ¢ AaR] §; 37 Ul <=1 &1 go-1 § W%iY Pa! e s5g@ 3R &R
YrfieR & 9§ I S B
o BT Tl T AdR fAM & 26 T THul & SRR ac, BRI URAD &I 30 $B a8l &
JoTferdT & & it R % & |
o T gRT WReh! GXTaRUI § HRd &1 Usd 51 B8 Wi 40t B uAglesdl & Fmior & wee firedl 8, aur
TR &1 Ued! ST BT TG & [T 3 o 3R UG el Txie! o el g |
o Tgad 31T 31T fad (1), ST 0T (FI), S T8 (@G o) |

B e+ (W) W 9 § JHE
o i 7 WiauHe &4 § 9Nl St fs a8 ST Siedifed Mt We- (F1e) -y (Fel+) Weiar! arerHreil &1
URA & A1 Y JeY S|
o YRd A 1t 3T TSI 1 T8 Had §U WIS B T ¢ fob A1l “HRd TR AR 811 arall cHaie el & |

» Gﬂfﬁﬁ?mﬂ
o Gl <=1 & d9 fguelg AR 2022-23 T 13 4 fafera sikie! Sier & ¢ FRRaR UR Ugd 74T, ford YRd
3 fafa 7 fSfem srdiat Sier &) UR &= |
o WY HRd H 1131 9a9 §o1 fae=h fFowe &, S/ 8iid 2000 ¥ fGGaR 2022 d& 10.49 faferm srie!
STeR &1 I Ra fear g |

W JRIgH A9 W wgaT:
omﬂgaatggz&nqﬁwaﬁwﬁma?mwﬁaﬁmwﬁqw%aﬁvmaﬁm
S U &1 1 HdH AT 5 |

» Saarg JEaNT:
o 3F! T Sierarg URadd & aR § f[ifad 8, iR URa 7 Jaarg uikads & gHTal &1 HH A & e 3!
oI Ufdegdl ad HRd g¢ URY T & Wi &1 994+ famar g
o ! =If 3 Serary UREeH TR S0 Hgad YAl & e & w0 H 2015 H SIeRTPH IR Tose = foar|

» YRd-Wig da & §g gAfaar
®» FTA 3R BTIA # TfoRIY:
%ﬁgﬁ?%%aﬂa FTA (od IR TN 1 U 37! SR &l &1 ifiday B § a1er
|
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o 39& 3ffafkad, HRI-TRIT Tg ueH-3end IR 3R a9 Iueia (BTIA) WR ¢l wmfq amus
3Nfies TEaNT Y Serar & | gl B 3R w1 e B

W T 3% grem waeht R urufrean:
owgaajr?&nqr@m“ﬁw, TR aret iR EHION T SiaR &M 3R YRET TgaNT B YHTAd B
gl g
0 URd BT 819 HIhY 3R 38! "efRuer Hifd Hit-waft i & 3y i I e Iavat 71

» g duar ARER! B fRKiam:
o T 3 YR GRT Sifad JueT AAGRI Bt Uit JR&T & TR A ffd1 TS 8, o SRR YR | Tenferd
EASIR) %mﬁwusw%mm&ﬁnw%ﬁmwwﬁméﬁ%mWWW
CRGIE

B IR RIga AT & SeTe! BT HY:
o BTl W61 HRd BT 1181 ATUR HRIGR &, Al T Iceka- i AR SRa ¢ |
owwgﬁﬁ?wwﬁmuwﬁﬁmwﬁvmﬁgmmﬁﬁmwmasmﬁﬁﬁ
T BT B

B g H YR ISl & e Srung:
o YR &I W &I U I F g o FAfaal & FEAT ST ST 8, [aRY =9 ¥ e 3R
%mﬁﬁﬁwﬁmm%w#ﬁlwm@' TR H YR IdIG] & Ya< &I galclied ®R gabdl
|

» BT MERHA:
o Wiafes TGN IFUF A 1 § 30,000 YR BT 1 WRIA HI HI AreT Bt G0N &1 3, Fe wfsan
3R G {cIcs TBIDHRUN Tfed B ATANTHT ¥ eifed e, 39 16T b YT R H e del R Gahd B

B THg B B R
o HIMd TH I Jg MBRAIS wilse A SR Iaexvl FRidi 9grd § iR Siagiy sruvrel ¥ e ok
AT BT YREM SR HedT0T G B T TgUN 96 Bi SaRIdhdl D J@idd B ¢ |
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F&O spike: SEBI to step

in to guard investors

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Capital markets regulator
SEBI is expected to take
measures regarding the
Futures and Options (F&QO)
segment very soon, in a bid
to enhance investor pro-
tection, a senior official
said on Tuesday.

In addition, SEBI has
urged the government to
introduce tax breaks for
subscribers of municipal
bonds, which are crucial
for funding infrastructure
development.

The regulator will make
a case for a tax break for
municipal bonds during a
meeting with the finance
commission, the regula-
tor’'s whole time member
Ashwani Bhatia said here.

F&O & dR #:

B g R e (F&O) ad foxita Treq g off Wi, HHifSC! a1 Jabih o Sidf-ied IREURT ¥ 39T Hed

T Hd g |

Since 1997, municipali-
ties have raised 32,700
crore through bonds for in-
frastructure projects.

Talking about F&O, Mr.
Bhatia said, “SEBI is very
soon going to do someth-
ing about F&O”. In its con-
sultation paper, the regula-
tor had suggested to revise
the minimum contract size
for index derivatives in two
phases, considering mar-
ket growth.
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B YR VR TR T 3961 A0S T F HRIGR Sl 7, T U I A Tib Taisl (NSE) 3R i Wi
TRTAS (BSE) SR Taisl UR |
» g‘r@n‘f@ra%m 3fchal T AT G YU DI g & Fagd Ha=Id! & [l F&O B THIHAT Hedqul
|
W yRAd ¥, FRO <& &1 Ui ufayfa $ik fafma a1 (SEBI) gRT fafafta fasar ST g |

A T 8?2
B %?Sﬁqma%ﬁwn@&ﬁﬁ%amwﬁﬁm%ﬁhg@a qa@ie, HANSS a1 GaTT &)
|
B FRO YR & T el & &l a9 b THR 3 |

m%aﬁ‘ﬁ
» m?a%%ﬁﬁm%mﬁmwﬁﬁmnﬁwmméﬁmww
T 8|
B TR MR faghdr Gl & 3aY Pt uRUSH T & THY His[eT dToR Jed &1 URaTE fbT 8T, Werd Jed W e
B R S oL 187 |

H’@Tﬁ'ﬂw

B HAGIGA TS ATAGT e T, o SR et Tvg & Hrvat & A IPd 81d &

W IIe: FOv® Jod &1 U 3R, for Tfoi & &0 § ST ST 8, AR dot A § IRYuRE! &1 AR &R
Ihd g | T8 I USH BT & Afp Siiad Ht Igrdi g

®» Hh-g-Hihe: IRiel sl &l ufafes SR & fafgd foar wrar 8, et o § b 7l SRIeR) e & sid |
ATH 3R BT B TUAT B S B

®» U URd B, SR araal sradl &1 FAuer e o far o g, afed $@ FHHIfsc amer § Wifas
fechiadt wnfaa o st B

3Gl
™ If 319 19,000 W AT 50 aMer ey Wiied § 3R ey Bt FAIW de IToR 19,500 T &G ST &, dl
319! Ufdl gfe 2500 T oH BT 3|
®» U [JuRld, afe IR 18,500 7% R ST &, o SHTUe! Ui gfe 500 BT A Bidl ¢

fapeul & TR &
W [Hed Y YRS DI ey I TG [y & ugd a1 39 a7 gd Muiika 4o R uReufy wied a1 9e+ &1
SIBR T §, Afth i 8T | faden & THR & B1d §: i faded 3R e fawe|

Pid faPpeu:
B Hid [dhed WRIGR &I T Fid I9g Jm & iR 1 [ geu R siafifed uikufiy wdien &1 sifeR Sar
2| 3UPT IUAIT e fbaT STl § S Hawie &) uREufty Bt $1ud & gfg Bt Sefie gt B

ge faweu:
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» g Jpe TeR o U Fifdd arg @ & fiaR gd feia geg W siafed ueufy s o1 SR < 8|
AR THHT IUUNT 9 Hd § SId I8 URTURI HI H1Ad # fR1de @1 3udie gt 81

wfeas:
B Hid AR ge gl [dddl §, TRIGR fadhed &1 T &= & SHRISHR & fog fashdr @@d) &1 it &1 yae
IRl ¢ | N fawe Wiien &t ard g |

3qIgrUl:
W HId [dhed: AF AOTE o 3T 22,500 B WRH HAd & 1Y R Wie R Hid [dbed Wiied ¢ | afe b
Dt JUIMY T Ugd Ry & YWR &I HAd 22,700 dF §¢ S g, dl MTH! 3 32,500 TR TG FT 3MfUHR B,
SR 3imue! Ui TR 200 T a1 BRI
B ge A afe 3y I VR F AW 22,500 F WEH Ied W Je R Wiiad §, 3R Bid 22,300 a6 iR
St &, dF 3117 3 22,500 TR 99 Ihd &, o 3mues! ufd AR 200 6T ATH BRI

Tal 3 Twussit fFant &) 9 fear:

B YR wfayfa SR fafmg &I @e) A 9= Sifew a1d aar SR fadwed (UHiss) SNR § gex1 YReRt &
FHH B & 3630 § T U a9 U= fou § 1 afkadHt & =i -
0 AdH 3fY T Dl deIdR 215 TRI DI,
o fadeu Wiftw o1 SO YT Ta=d a1,
o Ufd TR ATTiges THIG &I U ddb Afed B, 3R
0 I P TG & DHRIF 3T TR Aol SgHI|

® fafgE & 9Ro & @y fear S, S ued TR & seare, R s BT STER dgHT iR JHIf & fo
e HTRM & fod g1 7IfoH & 2% 3t gfa WA 8, 20 e, 2024 &1 HHTE 8|

B Has WS Al B g o falkad JuU 1 TRaS), 2025 ¥ T8I 3R Se1-8 TeneH fAifiie Afefar 1
3f0d, 2025 ¥ IR= BT

W I HRATS YR Rord §@ (RBI) R o HATTT GRT GexT Ha=Ieh! gRT 9T FRO ¢S8! & 1At e §9d W &
IR # IoTS TS Ridreii & a1e 31 TS B

B Jf & TP ey J udl gan ¢ [ Se i faxia auf & 93% gexr samaiial & g 32 aRd BT T
g3, o fo aef 22 iR faxr avf 24 & ol pat Y Trer 21.81 fefera= & |

B SEfe AT &1 IE= IR SifeH YeeF & S¢MT 3R UeT TagR WR 3HR I 8, Sidhel B 3R Wik
TSl 1 FRO ST aiegd & 30-40% 1 HH! BT [T HRA1 US Thdl g |
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Location In News : Mount Erebus

3ferdhfest ¥ Ade Wad, vay <l afthg Sarangdt €, S 7 »aa srafie d8 & Ifesy 81 §, sfcs I & ged
fopved Ifvld B & RO i URIE B

Major Volcanoes of Antarctica

Southern Ocean

. South
Z ofkney A2 —
Isiands e y N xn
Penguin . </~ Queen Maud
‘ Deceptlon l Land
Sea
Gr‘aham e o
Land > \"™"y | shelf
. R South
x Pole

5) Mgned
Amundsen ¥ Land | Mount Erebus

~ y -
southern

Ross / Victoria
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis
In France, a summit for diplomacy, tech and diversity

and government and high-ranking officials

for the 19th Francophonie Swmimit on
October 4-5, 2024, The summit will take place in
Paris and in Villers-Cotteréts, 4 city where, in
1539, King Frangois I declared French as the
country’s official language. Tt will deal with a
number of key international questions that also
matter to many non-French-speaking countries,
and especially to India. These include the
renewal of multilateralism; and major digital
issues linked to the development of Artificial
Intelligence (AD) as well as the need to promote
cultural and linguistic diversity.

As the famous Senegalese President and poet
Léopold Sedar Senghor said, “Francophonie is
the integral Humanism.” One of the key messages
of the summit will be that: far from being barriers
or creating divides, multilingualism and cultural
diversity foster mutually beneficial exchanges and
collective thinking, and, as such, should be
cherished. T have every reason to believe that this
spirit, shared by 321 million French speakers
across the world, including Puducherry (India),
also resonates with India’s own priorities.

F rance will host over 100 Heads of states

Reducing the divide

Founded in 1970, the I'Organisation
Internationale de la Francophonie (the
International Organization of La Francophonie) is
an institution organising relations between
countries that use the French language.
Prominent statesmen such as Léopold Sédar
Senghor, Habib Bourguiba (Tunisia), Hamani
Diori (Niger) and Norodom Sihanouk (Cambodia)
were among its founding fathers.

The aim of the organisation is to promote the
French language and cooperation between its 88
Member States and Governments (54 full-fledged
members, seven associate members and 27
observer members). This aim is enshrined in the
Charter of La Francophonie, adopted in 1997 at
the Hanoi Summit. From the outset, the
organisation has heen a forum of discussions and
projects hetween countries boasting diverse

t‘

Thierry Mathou

the Ambassador of
France to India

The 19th
Francophonie
Summit has
priorities that
will resonate
with those

of India’s

cultures, economic and geographic situations as
well as different political orientations.
Francophonie has been promoting democracy,
peace, prosperity with the idea of reducing any
so-called “North/South divide™ as well as
bolstering cultural and linguistic diversity. Today,
La Francophonie also provides a cooperation
framework for key global issues such as digital
technology, gender equality, and economic
matters, under the leadership of Secretary
General Louise Mushikiwabo, former Rwandan
Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Renewing multilateralism

In the face of a fragmented world, the Summit,
which takes place every two years under the
leadership of a rotating host country, is meeting
to decide on the main orientations of the
organisation. For the first time in 33 years, the
summit will be hosted by France. Upholding
“Create, ITnnovate and do Business in French”,
the theme, a new method of discussion will be
followed during the Summit. Civil society
stakeholders will be able to exchange more
directly with summit othicials to promote
solutions and explore new avenues for
cooperation.

Heads of states and high-ranking officials will
deliberate in Paris on how to renew
multilateralism. As France’s President Emmanuel
Macron has stated in his speech at the 79th
United Nations General Assembly, the renewal of
multilateralism implies that we must change the
governance composition of our main institutions.
This is the reason why France supports the bid by
India and other G4 nations for a permanent seat
in the United Nations Security Council. We need
to make our international institutions mare
efficient, which also means making them more
representative. Beyond that, we need to work on
a common financial agenda and to thoroughly
reform the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund.

As President Macron has pointed out: “These
institutions were conceived, designed and

calibrated at a time when the challenges were not
the same, when the world economy was not the
same size, when demographics had nothing to do
with it. We need to give these institutions the
capacity to act to finance the projects that the
countries of the South need. This reform is
imperative for our collective credibility.” As we
need to build an agenda that allows us to tackle
climate change, biodiversity preservation, global
health issues, as well as reduce inequalities,
France believes that La Francophonie can make
an important contribution in this regard.

A focus on digital technology

The summit will also have a major focus on digital
technology at a time when Al is proliferating in
our societies. Al tools have raised new guestions
about the protection of creation and the
promotion of diversity. Platforms must be able to
enforce citizens' rights in their own language,
while Al can also become a tremendous asset for
French and all ather languages, by facilitating
translation. As it is one of the civilizational
challenges of our century, France will follow up
on these deliberations by hosting the Al Action
Summit in February 2025.

On the margins of this summit, the first
FrancoTech Fair, a major event that will bring
together more than 150 exhibitors from various
nations to discuss pressing challenges of our
times, will be held. Topics will include
opportunities and challenges in developing Al;
energy transition; education, and, more broadly,
human capital development. For young Indian
innovators with international ambitions, this
event will offer opportunities with Francophone
actors from around the globe.

Multilateralism, innovation, Al, cultural and
linguistic diversity. | believe that all these La
Francophonie topics are of shared interest and
importance for France and India, The Paris Al
Action Summit in 2025 as well as the India-France
Year of Innovation that will be launched in 2026
will be important moments to push forward new
collective solutions in these fields.
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